SYLLABARY (110-154 ciphertext pairs) 


As with the ACA's Checkerboard, the row/column coordinates (CT) may be 
scrambled, the keysquare (pt) may be scrambled (by keyword and/or fill pattern), or 
the coordinates and Plaintext alphabet may both be scrambled. These variants are 
identified as “Unknown Coordinates, Known Keysquare,” “Known Coordinates, 
Unknown Keysquare,” and “Unknown Coordinates, Unknown Keysquare,” 
respectively. “Known coordinates” should be entered using the sequence 0-9, left to 
right and top to bottom. A standard syllabary “alphabet” is shown in both mixed and 
unmixed forms in the appendices. Standard syllabaries for French and German 
ciphers can also be found in the appendices. 

As when using 36-character alphabet in 6x6 Polybius Squares, digits must be placed 
immediately following their corresponding letters in the unmixed square. This 
convention applies to keyed alphabets as well, in which those elements of the 
“alphabet” not used in the keyword are placed into the square sequentially following 
the keyword elements. 

An important feature of the syllabary cipher is the suppression of letter frequency and 
word patterns that are produced by many simple substitution ciphers. This is 
achieved by means of variant spellings ( isologs ) of the same plaintext. For example, 
using the keysquare below the plaintext element ORDERS RECEIVED could be 
encrypted in several ways: 
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Unknown coordinates, Unknown Keysquare 
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